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INTRODUCTION 

In the mid- to late- twentieth century, South Africa was dominated by the 

oppressive and corrupt practices of apartheid. The political injustice that gave 

unprecedented rationalisation to racism and mistreatment of an entire society must be 

examined from a position of policies, power and political structure in order to fully grasp 

the significance of this era in history. This paper will serve to examine the effects that 

sport had on apartheid in South Africa and whether it was successful in breaking down 

the barriers that kept the nation divided for so many decades. The de-territorialisation 

of South Africa can largely be attributed to the increased desire for controlled 

globalization by the colonial power of the British Empire. Wagg et al explains 

globalization “as a main cause of economic, social, cultural and political change across 

the world” (2009, p. 94). The British Empire was determined to instil their own culture 

and societal values on other nations through a customized method of controlled 

globalization. “May 31, 1910 marked the creation of the Union of South Africa as a self-

governing, white-ruled dominion within the British Empire” (Krotee, 1988, p. 126). 

Krotee discusses that a carefully and subtly selected few were placed in power of the 

new Union of South Africa who were made up of Boer, British, Dutch and Anglican 

politicians (1988, p. 126). In a sense, the new political power behind the apartheid 

regime was a homogenized grouping of white rulers who began to initiate a new system 

of social classification; one that placed the original inhabitants at the lowest end of the 

scale. The intent of this paper is to examine the role that sport plays in globalization 
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through the lens of apartheid and the policies, power, and politics that surround 

cultural, economic and social structures. 

POLICY 

“Apartheid’s developmental web incorporated the racial ideologies and 

strategies for populace control that seemingly spared no segment of South African 

culture or societal structure” (Krotee, 1988, p. 126). The South African government 

immediately began implementing acts and policies that eradicated every opportunity 

for the original South African culture to exist. The Assembly Act of 1930,  the Population 

Act of 1950, the Group Areas Act of 1950 and the 1893 provision of educational 

separatism in the public schools were merely a few of the intrusive regulations that not 

only diminished all forms of heritage and culture, but also reduced the ability for the 

South African natives to participate in sport.  

The all-white sporting clubs continued their policy of racial discrim-

ination and gained a firm foothold as well as positive affirmation in 

most international sport governing bodies. The result was that the 

all-white bodies of South Africa virtually controlled all officially 

sanctioned sporting representation (Krotee, 1988, p. 127). 

The apartheid policies were designed to reduce South African culture by eliminating 

South Africans’ ability to participate in sport. In this sense, the controlled globalization 

that was being enforced by the British Empire was creating two significantly different 

social classes. Thibault (2009) discusses that despite the praise that globalization is 

given, it is not perfect ideology. It commonly creates large gaps between social classes 



APARTHEID AND SPORT: A POLITICS, POLICY AND POWER ANALYSIS          4 

 

and can easily create rich and poor classifications. Krotee (1988) further discusses the 

idea of a “sport drain” that began to occur in South Africa. The original inhabitants 

began to realize that they would never be able to represent their countries in 

international sporting events which brought on feelings of exile, frustration and 

segregation; an overall sense of politically induced homogenization was sweeping the 

nation and altering the cultural state.  

 
POWER 

 The outrageous abuse of power was the main cause of apartheids inevitable 

demise. The negative economic factors that were incurred due to the policies and 

procedures that were being instituted by the white-dominated government in South 

Africa caused a definitive division in labour. Globalization of sport and the history that it 

is tied to has seen similar labour issues arise. As Thibault (2009) describes, transnational 

corporations have been known to abuse their power over the less fortunate in third 

world countries to increase profits. Despite their labour creating the goods and the 

sporting experiences that we enjoy, the labourers are unable to use the products they 

create or even participate in sport due to the conditions provided. This contrasts with 

the South African government’s use of power to control the ability of blacks to 

participate in sport. As mentioned earlier, the apartheid policies implemented, such as 

the Group Areas Act of 1950, created a vast division of labour that made it virtually 

impossible for blacks to enjoy participating or consuming sport in their culture. This 

removed the social benefits that are associated with sport. The South Africans were 

being socially shunned from their livelihood. They were condemned to a world without 
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sport when many had been accustomed to the social aspects of sport for their entire 

lives.  

 Although the blacks were unable to participate, South Africa was still subject to 

the glocalization of sport. Wagg et al describes it best when stating “the term 

glocalization best captures the ways in which the processes of homogenization and 

heterogenization intertwine in often contradictory ways to produce global culture” 

(2009, p. 97). The abuse of power and the corruption of apartheid tactics brought sports 

such as cricket and rugby to be central and prominent in the sport culture of South 

Africa and provided a home away from home feeling for the colonists that abided in the 

country. Although the idea of spreading the same sports to many different nations has a 

homogenization aspect to it, there is still a strong homogenization tie that must be 

examined. There was a distinct “reformulation and reconstruction of local identities and 

cultural attachments – hence global culture is characterised by ‘otherness’ and 

‘difference’ rather than ‘sameness’” (Wagg et al, 2009, p. 97). ‘Otherness’ and 

‘difference’ are strong themes that were a result of abuse of apartheid power in the 

mid- to late-twentieth century. 

 “The 1960’s…delivered independence to much of Africa, and South Africa’s 

apartheid policies began to incur the wrath of the international community, especially 

after March 21, 1960, when 186 people were wounded and 69 people lost their lives in 

Sharpeville” (Krotee, 1988, p. 128). South Africa’s powerful grip on apartheid began to 

slip. Krotee (1988) explains that due to the Sharpeville Massacre, international powers 

were unable to turn a blind eye to the atrocities that were occurring in South Africa. The 
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power that the British Empire once had was beginning to falter and its ability to control 

its colonies weakened as globality began to become more apparent. Sport began to play 

an incredibly important role as a social and political pawn that the international unions 

began to use against the South African government and their socially immoral apartheid 

political ideologies. 

 
POLITICS 

 As Krotee (1988) continues to discuss, the freedom from apartheid began to 

happen as a result of outside political pressure with sport being the major catalyst in 

this change. The Federation Internaionale de Football Association and the International 

Olympic Committee barred South Africa from their respective major games as a result of 

the continuation of apartheid policies (Krotee, 1988). It can be assumed that the 

emergence of de-territorialization caused the ire of the international powers that began 

the series of boycotts. Wagg et al explains de-territorialization the process “whereby 

interactions and connections with sport (and leisure) are no longer dependent upon 

simultaneous physical ‘presence’ within specific locations” (2009, p. 97).  

 The bans and boycotts came as a large blow for South Africa as the major games 

were a stage in which economic power could be gained and nations’ cultures could be 

showcased. “The notion of sport as a spectacle, and as an important vehicle for nations’ 

presentation of themselves, grew in political importance, chiefly through the expansion 

of televising the Olympic Games” (Wagg et al, 2009, p. 165). In June of 1977, the 

Gleneagles Agreement stopped all sporting association with South Africa and this was 

what was considered to be the tipping point for the apartheid’s dismantling; 
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unfortunately it was not (Krotee, 1988). The apartheid backed government began to 

rescind many of the restricting policies that prevented blacks from having their rights to 

be included in sport.  

 After a decade of what seemed to be a slow and steady repairing of the nation, 

the South African government declared a national state of security and emergency on 

June 12, 1986 and began to reinforce apartheid policies that had been relaxed or 

abolished. “It now appears that the bans, boycotts, sanctions and freeze tactics aimed at 

isolating South Africa from the international sporting community may have had an 

opposite effect” (Krotee, 1988, p. 133). The rationalization of the apartheid resurgence 

is difficult to define, but is related to the consumption habits that the government had 

grown accustom to. Despite the influential power of sport to do so much good in the 

world, it definitely was a contributory factor in creating a hardened apartheid 

government that shut itself out from the rest of the world.  

 
CONCLUSION 

 Krotee’s examination of the apartheid struggles and the effects that sport had on 

changing South Africa’s dark history ends in 1988. Therefore, the article concludes by 

labelling sport as a vehicle that the South African government used to negatively impact 

the nation. “In fact, we may have kidded ourselves that their destiny was ever in the 

hands of outsiders, as well as over-dramatized the role of sport in apartheid’s game 

which the South African government has clearly used to its advantage” (Krotee, 1988, p. 

134). Although it seemed sport had ruined any chance of South Africa coming out of the 

apartheid regime, Krotee pre-emptively denounced the benefits and immense power 
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that sport has to change the world and promote globality; “a global way of thinking 

about and sharing experience” (Wagg et al, 2009, p. 95). The politics, power and policies 

of sport began to remerge as the source of freedom from apartheid with the leadership 

of Nelson Mandela in 1995. “In a concrete example of the power of international sport, 

several sport researchers would identify the 1995 Rugby World Cup held in South Africa 

where Nelson Mandela shared in the victory of the South African Springbok team 

against the New Zealand All Blacks” (Thibault, 2009, p. 4).  

South Africa became a country under the influence of globalization. “South 

Africa Springbok’s World Cup victory not only led to a successful nation-building 

achievement, it put the country of South Africa and the new anti-apartheid regime on 

the global map” (Thibault, 2009, p. 4). Despite Krotee’s premature condemnation of 

sport’s inability to enhance globality and promote culture, we see a contrasting view 

provided by Thibault that reaffirms that sport has an incredible power to influence 

politics, power and policy through de-territorialization and glocalization. Through the 

examination of apartheid in South Africa, we can conclude that sport has been 

necessary in strengthening the four pillars of globalization: culture, politics, economy 

and social class.  
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